
 No. 1 Amazon Best-Seller in African Literature 

      Interview The Debut Author Of Action-Packed,  

                Fantasy African Mysticism Thriller 
 

“A gripping and swiftly paced mystical tale primed for a 

sequel.” 

--KIRKUS REVIEWS 

“Experience riveting excitement as Yessoh unfolds the 

mystery and thrusts you into the occult.” 

--BLUE REVIEWS  

“In this captivating and fast-pacing narrative, Yessoh G. 

D. creates an African setting both real and magical and, 

most important, in which boundaries are never clear cut. 

What separates sorcery from Kobenan’s working office or 

the governing political elite? Here Yessoh G. D. revisits 

the fantasy genre by paying an homage to West African 

ancestral rites and culture.” 

--THE AFRICAN BOOK REVIEW 

 

“Yessoh G.D. molded a fantastic novel that adventures 

into a realm of sorcery, evil, action and rich characters.” 

--INKISH KINGDOMS 

 

When Yessoh G.D. grew up on the Ivory Coast he enjoyed a childhood love of African art and 

folklore. His experiences would inspire his storytelling and help him unleash his creativity as a 

visual effects specialist for movies.  Now he has combined his passions, experiences, and talents 

to pen a No. 1 Amazon best-seller in African Literature. 
 

“TA LE, Book 1: Knowledge is an action-packed ride into the worlds of fantasy, mysticism, and 

African culture,” says Yessoh. “I want to entertain but also enlighten readers in what is the first 

of an exciting series about a character who discovers a whole new world that he did not know 

was even possible to exist. This story invites readers to think about the world they live in.” 
 

Yessoh is available to speak about the following: 

• How his dystopian, fantasy thriller explores the mysterious world of mysticism. 

• What is missing from African literature today. 

• Why he uses African sorcery in his story. 

• How growing up on the Ivory Coast influenced his writings. 

• Why he sees his book as a puzzle. 

• Why writing of the occult both frightens and interests people. 

• The role African art and folklore plays in his storytelling. 



This unique book, which gives the reader a totally different kind of experience is written in an 

unorthodox style.  Ta Le, Book1: Knowledge is a story about two young African men who are 

thrown into a mystical world they were until now completely stranger to. A world only tangible 

to a very close circle of unusual people on the African continent. These young men will have to 

learn to navigate in this new, mesmerizing, brutal realm in order to reach their objectives. 

 

The book expands on the mundane, the mystique, the vast, and vividly deep African culture and 

philosophy, and it is mainly for adults and young adults. 

 

“Readers will learn a bit about Africa and enjoy escaping into an exotic world,” says Yessoh, 

who also lived in India for six years before settling in Canada. “I have no doubt that readers will 

enjoy a story has yet gone untold in African fantasy books.” 

 

 

About The Book 

When two strangers are thrown into a world of African sorcery, unseen evil, and mystical 

phenomena, they are forced to confront a fantastical realm that they never imagined existed. 

 

Very few manage to land a job working in the special services for the West African government 

of Côte d'Esperance. Even fewer are given the responsibility that has been entrusted to Kobenan 

at such a young age in a role that includes analyzing files for the secretive S-cell; a unit which 

specializes in incidents involving African mysticism and sorcery. 

 

Tasked with investigating a high-profile murder, seemingly brought about by mystical means, 

Kobenan joins Agent Biafle in order to diffuse this delicate political situation. What Kobenan 

discovers will force him to change his perspective on the world around him as he learns truths he 

never thought possible, and things he never imagined. 

 

Dive into a world shrouded in mystery and learn of the multifaceted face of Africa. Its lives, its 

rituals, its many beliefs and thought processes. Observe what one will never be able to see if he 

has not gained access to a very specific circle rooted in the continent. 

 

An interview with the author by Kirkus Reviews can be found here: 

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/news-and-features/articles/an-interview-with-yessoh-gd/  
 

 

 

Media Contact: Brian Feinblum 914-462-2038 brianfeinblum@gmail.com  
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Yessoh G.D. 

  Biography 

 

                             
 
Yessoh G.D. grew up in a small city of warmth and joy in the Ivory Coast, also known as Côte 
d'Ivoire, officially the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire, a country on the southern coast of West Africa. 
 

When he was not going to school, he was lost in his thoughts on various subjects. He still is, but 

now on specific subjects from his own personal experiences to the knowledge he acquired about 

African heritage since his birth. 
 

He believes that books have the power to change people for the betterment of the whole. When 

he is not day-dreaming about stories and the world, he is a visual effects artist and a gamer. 

Yessoh did the visual effects for several studio projects, including Netflix’s Lost In Space.  
 

He studied telecommunications in Morocco and then moved to India for six years, where he 

transitioned to study computer generated imagery. He specialized in 3-D animation and visual 

effects. Yessoh has worked on many films, television shows, and commercials, including for 

Disney, Netflix, and Apple TV. 
 

He currently lives in Vancouver, Canada. To see a recent interview with the author, kindly click 

here: https://www.digitaljournal.com/life/bestselling-author-yessoh-g-d-talks-about-ta-le-book-1-

knowledge/article 
 

https://www.digitaljournal.com/life/bestselling-author-yessoh-g-d-talks-about-ta-le-book-1-knowledge/article
https://www.digitaljournal.com/life/bestselling-author-yessoh-g-d-talks-about-ta-le-book-1-knowledge/article


For more information, please consult: www.thetaleseries.com.    

Yessoh G.D. 

    Q & A 

                  TA LE: Book 1 - Knowledge 
 

 

 

1. What inspired you to write TA LE: Book 1 -- Knowledge?  I think it is collection of 

factors that probably drove me to write TA LĘ Book 1: Knowledge. I have always had a 

vivid imagination since childhood, so building fantasy stories was always present. I think 

what pushed me to materialize this story was my observation of the world and the many 

subjects developed through this observation I wanted to explore and expand. It was an 

exciting opportunity for me to dive into the African narrative and allow myself to 

navigate through the lush nature and colorful culture.  

 

2. What is it about?  TA LĘ Book 1: Knowledge follows the journey of two young men 

whose lives are forever changed when they are thrown into the mystical side of the 

African continent. A mystical world that will challenge and question everything they 

know about life and the world. They will have to navigate with their wit and sometimes 

with the help of others in an attempt to achieve their goal.  TA LĘ Book 1: Knowledge 

speaks about the world, the African culture, the thought process, the philosophy and 

explores a side of African mores barely approachable, questionable, and maybe far from 

a mental grasp. It is an introduction to a fantastical, yet broad and varied culture of the 

African continent. 

 

3. Your book takes us into the world of African sorcery. What would you like to tell 

readers about African sorcery?  I think readers will learn in the book that there is a 

mystical presence, a mystical power, sorcery. I think for the reader and the writer, it 

seems so close yet unapproachable or slipping through one's grasp because difficult or 

maybe impossible to understand. But they know it is there like air. It might just be a 

powerful force only harnessed by a selected few or it could be a knowledge not yet 

attained or maybe never to be attained by the many. Readers will come to acknowledge in 

this fantastical world the singularity of African sorcery and what different minds are 

capable of with it. 

 

4. You also write of mystical phenomena. Why are so many people fascinated by this? 

I think the fascination comes from the nature of man himself. We tend to be drawn to the 

unknown because we have yet to understand the phenomenon behind it. And the farther it 

is from our reach, the more we are drawn to it either mentally or physically. The door of a 

fridge will mean very less or slips out of our attention because we know the mechanism 

that works when we open it. If the door were to open itself when we approach, it will 

hold our attention and maybe incite fascination for the first time. It will drive us to 

http://www.thetaleseries.com/


approach it as often as possible in the few first days until it becomes normal because we 

are used to it and maybe somewhat know the mechanism behind it. I will say it might be 

the same for unreachable or far more complex or misunderstood mechanisms like 

mysticism and others things in this world. 

 

5. Your book recently hit No. 1 on Amazon for African Literature and Black Mystery, 

Thriller, & Suspense books. Are you surprised at its success?  I am very grateful for 

my book hitting number 1 on Amazon and yes, I am surprised by the success. One can 

only hope for his work to be liked by so many readers. I am just glad so many readers 

with varied genre preferences enjoyed the book. 

 

6. As a member of the black community who was born and raised in Ivory Coast, your 

voice is not one we hear from often enough. How do you feel you contribute to the 

literary landscape, especially for Black readers or those interested in African 

culture?  As a writer and especially a black writer, I can only hope that it gets better and 

I think it is getting better. It is not nearly enough, but more and more books about the 

black community are being presented to the world which is an excellent thing. Being a 

new writer, I believe it is one more book, one small contribution shelved in the literary 

landscape for the readers to escape and maybe learn something about the black 

community. 

 

7. Your mother tongue is French. How hard was it to tell your story in English? 

Because my thoughts when building the story were in English, It was a bit easier for me 

to convey it on paper in that language. But I was aware that my mother tongue will 

unconsciously have an impact on my writing so my main challenge was to make sure my 

sentences were correct and not a format of the French language because they can easily 

creep in. Especially during dialogs because the jargon used in the book has its roots in the 

French language. But I also wanted to preserve the authenticity of the jargon used and 

make the readers feel like he/she is there, in that area where they speak this jargon. 

 

8. Which authors or events inform your writing style?  I don't think I will be able to 

name one. Though I am sure the many books from varied authors I have read have in 

some way affected me unconsciously. But I will say I used my own voice and approach 

while writing this book. 

 

9. As a storyteller, what are you trying to achieve?  I am trying to share a different 

perspective, a different story and though fantastical, a different world for the readers to 

lose themselves in. If they like where they are, what they read, that's more than enough as 

a goal. If they retain a message from the story or learn something, that's a great plus that I 

will gladly take. 

 

10. What are the key ingredients to writing great suspenseful fantasy?  I believe the key 

ingredients to writing great suspenseful fantasy are varied and might depend on the writer 



and sometimes, his style. For me, I think building anticipation was a key ingredient in 

creating suspense for TA LĘ Book 1: Knowledge. When the reader is expecting something 

to happen, that tension builds as he reads the pages until the actual action occurs and this 

effect had the same impact on me as a writer. Another key I believe is a description of the 

event. The suspense, I believe, is more impactful if the reader can clearly picture what he 

is reading. 

 

11. You work in the movie industry and have worked on visual effects for Disney 

commercials and movies like Netflix’s Lost in Space. Is Hollywood rubbing off on 

you and infusing your writings?  I wouldn't be able to say to what extent I was 

influenced by my working in the film industry. But I am the product of all my 

experiences since my childhood, so the film Industry in general definitely had some 

impact on me and probably my writing. Working in the film industry has definitely 

influenced my artistic side and that side is one of the tools I use when building stories. I 

can say in a way I was better prepared to give technical and artistic notes to the incredible 

artists who drew the illustrations in the book when the time came. 

 

12. Kirkus Reviews said your book is “a gripping and swiftly paced mystical tale.” 

Where did you learn to write this way?  It will be difficult to give you a source as I 

didn't learn it somewhere. What I can say is I try to write in the same the way I 

experience the story. So that might be why the translation into words might be gripping at 

a time. 

 

13. Where did you come up with your book’s title – and striking cover image?  The book 

title, in a way, gives a hint to the series. I wanted something that will define the story on 

many levels and this word from an African royal group called the “Akan” better suited 

the story. I was aware what readers will read at first glance as this book is a tale. But if 

they dive deeper, they will find what the title means. For the cover image it's a whole 

different story. It wasn't what I had in mind in the beginning. The mask was just a section 

of the cover I envisioned. But the artist who drew the illustration (David Leahy) came up 

with this incredible cover that struck me instantly. There was suddenly no other choice, I 

couldn't see anything else. And this was the book cover. 

 

14. How would you describe your writing style or the voice that you write in?  I know 

that when I write, I am inclined to make sure the readers see where he is because that's 

the way I experience the story and that's the way as a reader I would want to read. So I 

tend to write in a very descriptive way to allow myself to be lost in the story I am writing. 

Amid the many other styles that it may be, my writing style is more of a descriptive one I 

think. 

 

15. Why do you say your book is “puzzle-like’?  I call it puzzle-like because from the 

position of the arts in the book to the order of the chapters, or some specific wording and 

sentences used at times, it is inviting readers in a way to put the pieces together even if 



they understood the broad strokes of the story. A way for them to have more fun or learn 

more if they want to. 

 

16. What challenges did you overcome in putting your book together?  I think the glaring 

one was the strength I needed to distance the fantasy world from the real one during the 

writing period. The fantasy world always seemed to slip in and send me in daydreaming 

when I needed to focus on something else. 

 

17. How do you live out your fantasy in your writing while simultaneously living your 

ordinary life in the real world?  I don't. But I have learned to distance these two parts of 

my life for a given period of time, even if the fantasy ends up slipping back anyway. But 

that's a bit helpful at times. 

 

18. Blue Reviews said your book offers “riveting excitement” that “thrusts you into the 

occult.” What is it about the occult that both frightens and interests people?  I think 

the occult holds this belief of wrong, evil, but at the same time unknown or mystique. 

Those are elements that will both frighten and interest some people. It is in human nature, 

I believe, to be afraid or skeptical or what they don't know. But it is the same fear and 

skepticism that might push them to try and know more in order to wave away this fear or 

ignorance. 

 

19. You paint a dark, dystopian world, one that reads like a movie. You describe such 

vivid action, almost as if you lived this most improbable story. It is easy for a reader 

to get immersed and lost into your story, right?  I believe so, from the reviews I have 

read so far. And I am very grateful for it. I wanted the reader to get lost in the story, feel 

like he is there, feel the tension, the joy, the dread, the adrenaline. And it seems like I 

have reached that goal. That's all a new author like myself can ask for. 

 

20. You show that sorcery can be used for good and evil, but wouldn’t such a power be 

hard to control?  I think power, like any other things or knowledge in this world is hard 

until it becomes easy. It just depends on the amount of time and level of diligence, you 

spend on it. So control in itself might not be the issue I think. What do we do with that 

power? Where do we direct it? I think that's what should guide the holder. 

 

21. You acknowledge in your book all Africans whose extraordinary sculptures and 

patterns inspired your book. How did their art fuel your writing?  The African arts 

were a tremendous inspiration. They still are. I remember my imagination gliding away 

when I spent hours looking at them as a kid. They were just captivating. And it is the 

same feeling, the same joy and admiration I have today when looking at the African 

masks and patterns. They all tell an unspoken story, hold a certain mind and spirit, speak 

of a certain philosophy. By their shape and form, they can be very scary or extremely 

beautiful. They are just a source of inspiration for an African like myself.  

 



                  What Readers Are Saying 

From Dozens of Amazon/ Good Reads Reviews 

 

CATHY   5.0 out of 5 stars 

This book was interesting, well-written, strangely addicting, unbelievable, and believable. 

Confused? So was I. It was two stories that came together in a very unexpected way grabbing my 

imagination. We see a real world and surreal world clash in a battle for existence. Young and old 

heroes, adversaries, victors, vanquished all with the will to keep going. The battle scenes were 

descriptive and exciting. This book is a fascinating read from an imaginative writer. I highly 

recommend it to any and all fantasy, adventure readers. 

 

CARLITA  5.0 out of 5 stars 

This has been the best book I have read in a long time! There was so much action and the story 

line and world building was superior! I will have to purchase a hard copy of this book for sure. I 

can’t wait until the next installment comes out. I could visualize everything like a graphic novel 

that’s how descriptive and amazing this read was! 

 

DEGNI  5.0 out of 5 stars 

I am a visual learner and was a bit intimidated when I paged through the content of this book. 

However; The actual read was an unanticipated experience. The attention to detail made the 

book’s content down-to-earth; and challenge the reader’s mind to escape alongside the author’s 

in this African world: A world with a perfect blend of the African culture, modern life as we 

know it, heartfelt and exhilarating actions, with a hint of humor. I am not giving this book five 

stars because it was perfect, as perfection is very subjective. However, this book deserves five 

stars because it holds the potential to be the next great read out there. As great as Game of 

Thrones, if not better. 

 

LAURA   4.0 out of 5 stars 

I was trying to find something new and completely different to read and the description of this 

book piqued my interest. I have to say, that the author did not disappoint and I was taken to a 

magical West African world and introduced to entirely new (to me) tales of folklore, mythology, 

and history with an action-packed narrative. The book follows two main storylines, those of 

Kobenan and Joel, that converge toward the end leaving off at a nice point to continue the story 

further. I found the book to be engaging and very much a page-turner! I look forward to seeing 

more from this author in the future! 

 

ANGELA 
I found this book fascinating, thrilling, mystical, and smart. 

 

STEPHANIE  
I surprised myself with just how much I enjoyed reading this fast-paced fantasy adventure!  


